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Learning about ICT
In learning networks

“...my vision is one where schools are confidently, successfully and routinely exploiting ICT
alongside other transformational measures. By doing so, they will be delivering an education
that equips learners for life in the Information Age of the 21st century.”

Charles Clarke




Learning about ICT
In learning networks

The use of ICT emerges from the National
College for School Leadership’s (NCSL)
Networked Learning Communities (NLC)
programme as one of the central architectural
features of learning networks. Knowledge
drawn firstly from collaborative activity within
NLCs, and secondly from network-to-network
development and enquiry activity supported
by the Networked Learning Group has
provided rich pictures of two main

strands of ICT use:

1. Building and sustaining a network.

2. Developing innovative practice in
learning and teaching.

The examples in this summary provide a
flavour of the ways in which school networks
have promoted learning at different levels
within their learning community.’

Using ICT to build and sustain
the network

Five distinct types of activity characterise
the use of ICT in the development of NLCs:

Creating a sense of identity

Discussion groups/email supports school-to-school
learning by offering a site that provides information
on the NLC but also marks important community
milestones.

Example from practice

Building new routes to networking

Video conferencing and webcams support school-wide
learning by creating opportunities to find and engage
in dialogue with new colleagues.

Example from practice




Sharlng resources and information Using ICT to develop innovative

Multimedia artefacts help support leadership learning pra ctice in learni ng a nd teachi ng
by facilitating knowledge transfer.

Example from practice From the ICT practice emerging through the processes
of building and sustaining networked learning
communities, it is possible to derive five categories

of innovative ICT practice in networks:

1. Webpages and virtual or managed learning
environments.

. Discussion groups/emails.

. Multimedia artefacts.

. Video-conferencing/webcams.

. ICT based collaborative enquiry tools.

Increasing reach

g A W N

A webpage/virtual learning environment supports adult
learning by connecting people beyond those central to
the NLC (eg teachers who wish to access new teaching
resources or parents who want better communication
with their school).

The final example from practice gives detail about
the fifth area of innovation in ICT use: developing
ICT based collaborative enquiry tools.

Example from practice

Example from practice

Increasing responsiveness

Video conferencing and webcams support
network-to-network learning through the quick
dissemination of information.

Example from practice
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